EXTRACTIVE INDUSTRIES TRANSPARENCY INITIATIVE (EITI)
NATIONAL WORKSHOP. MONDAY, JANUARY 15, 2007, LA
PALM ROYAL BEACH HOTEL, ACCRA.

Joyce R. Aryee(Ms) CEO Ghana Chamber of Mines

Mr. Chairman,

Honourable Ministers of State,

Members of Parliament,

Members of the Diplomatic Corps

Development Partners,

Delegations from our Sister Countries of Njgeria, Liberia and Sierra Leone,
Members of the Steering Committee of the Ghana EIT]I, |
Members of the media,

Distinguished Ladies & Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to be a part of this workshop on the Extractive
Industries Initiative Transparency Initiative (EITI). Mr. Chairman before I
proceed, permit me to extend a warm welcome to all participants particularly,
our brothers and sisters from Nigeria, Liberia and Sierra Leone. They are visiting
us at a momentous time in our nation’s history; the dawn of the 50th
Anniversary of Ghana’s independence.

Mr. Chairman, as we all know Ghana's independence became a beacon of hope
to our brothers and sisters in Africa and marked the beginning of the political
emancipation of the continent. It is in this regard that we invite our brothers and
sisters to join us in our celebrations which climaxes on 6% March 2007, the 50t

anniversary day.

Mr. Chairman, the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI) has
become a global standard for improving transparency and accountability in the
management of oil, gas, and minerals in resource rich countries. And since

1















